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What’s in Your
Water?
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Ø Types of wells
Ø Common water quality issues
Ø When & how to test your well water
Ø What to do if you find a problem



Types of Wells: 
Drilled & Bored

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/learn-about-wells/



Bored Well • Shallow; Usually no deeper 
than 50’
• Large concrete casing 3’ 

across
• Wells that are filled with 

water from “water table” 
aquifers
• Generally more susceptible to 

contamination than drilled 
wells
• Not much better than hand 

dug wells

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/learn-about-wells/



Drilled Well • Deep well >100’
• Small opening about 10”-12”
• Wells that obtain water from 

aquifers found in fractures of 
bedrock. 
• Generally less susceptible to 

contamination than bored 
wells.
• Fewer issues with bacteria

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/learn-about-wells/



https://finkens.com/treating-top-5-well-water-woes/



Common water quality issues

Ø Off taste
Ø Odors
Ø Discoloration
Ø Staining fixtures
Ø “Invisible” problems like bacteria

Image from: https://www.vectorstock.com/royalty-free-vector/clean-dirty-water-vector-15262886





“In 2019, 50% of private 
water wells that were analyzed 
for bacteria in Coweta County  

tested positive for 
coliform and/or E. coli.”



Down Well Camera



Well Camera Image



When & How to Test
Ø When a new well is installed
Ø Hasn’t been tested in the past 3 years
Ø Someone complains of gastrointestinal problems
Ø Pregnancy
Ø Infants and/or elderly
Ø Noticeable difference in water following 

heavy rains
Ø Fertilizer/Pesticide/Fuel spills within 500’ 
Ø Neighbors have problems with well water

https://www.epa.gov/privatewells/protect-your-homes-water

Bacteria Test Bottle
→ → → →



Common Water Tests
Expanded Water Test ($60 plus shipping)

Ø Addresses common well water problems in Georgia such as corrosion and 
scaling, high levels of iron and manganese, and more.

Repeat every 3 years

Basic Water Test ($20 plus shipping)
Ø Only after W2, repeat annually.



Common Water Tests
Microbiological (Bacteria) Test ($36 plus overnight shipping)

Ø Tests for total coliform and E. coli bacteria. Repeat annually. 

Lead ($40 plus shipping)
Ø Initially and semi-annually if house was built before 1985 as pipes can 

contain solder.

Arsenic ($40 plus shipping)
Ø South Georgia or if you have reason to be concerned.

Uranium ($40 plus shipping)
Ø North Georgia or if you have reason to be concerned. 

Radon ($30 plus shipping)
Ø North Georgia or if you have reason to be concerned. 



Common Water Tests
Recreational Water Test



Test Results

Primary Standards 
(MCL)
*Based on health 
considerations to protect 
from: 
1.) toxic pollutants: 
microbial pathogens, 
2.)radioactive elements, 
3.) organic, inorganic 
chemicals



Test Results

Secondary 
Standards (MCL)
*Offensive taste, odor, 
color, corrosivity, foaming 
and staining.



Example:



What if you find a problem?

ØIf possible, locate and eliminate the source(s) of 
contamination 

ØInstall an appropriate treatment system 
ØInstall a new well with expert guidance 
ØConnect with a public water system (if available) 
ØUse bottled water 

https://www.centralpasoftwater.com/blue-green-water-stains



Frequently Asked Questions
ØCan you just test my water for everything?

https://www.tvfanatic.com/2018/03/cbs-set-season-finale-dates-for-the-big-bang-theory-ncis-and-mor/



Frequently Asked Questions

ØCan I just pour a bottle of 
bleach in my well every now 
and then and call it good? 

ØWhat does negligible mean 
on my water report?

ØMy parents have been 
drinking this water for 35 
years and have never had it 
tested, so it must be okay, 
right?

http://clipart-library.com/clipart/1429802.htm



Resources

ØUGA Household Water Quality Publications
o Testing, Filtration Systems, Shock Chlorination, Radon, 

Uranium, Lead, etc.
• http://aesl.ces.uga.edu/publications/watercirc/

ØYour Local Extension Office
o https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html

o 1-800-ASK-UGA1
o Connects you to the County Extension office where your 

phone is registered. 

http://aesl.ces.uga.edu/publications/watercirc/
https://extension.uga.edu/county-offices.html
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