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Georgia 4-H Ambassador Program 

2026 Application  

The Georgia 4-H Ambassador Program accepts youth applications on an annual basis. Each 
content area/track will accept a limited number of participants. Each application is 

reviewed by a team of adult leaders using the criteria in the scoring rubric. For each open-
ended question, be concise but thorough with your answers. Keep in mind that your 

responses are how our team of adult leaders will determine your interest and commitment 
to the Ambassadors Program.  

Applications are due by Wednesday, April 15, 2026. 

 

GOALS 
The goal of the Georgia 4-H Ambassador Program is to prepare 4-H’ers to become 
knowledgeable in a specific content area so that they can return to their counties and share 
what they’ve learned with others. There will be seven (7) Ambassador Tracks offered: Animal 
Science, Health and Wellness, Pollinators, Science and Engineering, Wildlife, Bats, and 
Innovative Agriculture. 
 
ELIGIBILITY 
This opportunity is open to any 8th-11th grade 4-H member in the 2025-2026 school year. 
Those who are currently in 12th grade and will graduate from high school this year are not 
eligible for the 4-H Ambassador Program, as it will carry over beyond their 4-H eligibility in 
most cases. 
 
RETURNING MEMBERS 
• ALL youth wishing to be an Ambassador in 2026-2027 should complete the application, 

even if they want to continue to serve in the same track/content area. Returning 
Ambassadors are also eligible to switch tracks. 
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• Current Ambassadors wishing to return for the upcoming year must be on track to 
complete/report six sharing activities and six learning activities by the June 10, 2026, 
deadline. Failure to complete and report activities may result in the Ambassador 
becoming ineligible to serve in the future.  

• Track leaders will make the final decision. All returning Ambassadors will be announced 
alongside the first-time applicants on April 28.  

• Returning Wildlife, Pollinator, Science and Engineering, and Health and Wellness 
Ambassadors wishing to continue in the same track have the choice to attend the in-
person Ambassador Summit.  

• Returning Animal Science Ambassadors are required to attend the Summit at Rock Eagle 
because the content will be different from previous years.  

 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
Interested youth must apply to be a 4-H Ambassador. The 4-H Ambassador Program 
requires a one-year commitment that begins upon completion of Ambassador Training at 
the Ambassador Training Summit. Georgia 4-H Ambassadors must commit to completing 
the following activities during their year of service: 
• Commit to one year of service 
• Complete six learning activities related to their subject area 
• Complete six sharing activities related to their subject area 
• Provide quarterly reports. 
 
AMBASSADOR TRAINING SUMMIT 
All selected ambassadors are required to attend a two-day in-person Ambassador 
Training Summit at Rock Eagle 4-H Center on Thursday-Friday, May 28-29, 2026 . Due to 
the intensive training associated with this program, Ambassadors must commit to the 
entire training (i.e., we will not allow youth to arrive late or depart early). 
Each 4-H Specialist determines the minimum and maximum number of participants for 
their track based on their program's supplies and resources.  

COST 
All ambassador tracks will have a $60 Registration fee. Ambassadors are responsible for 
making arrangements for transportation to and from the training at Rock Eagle. All 
transportation or other associated costs to attend Ambassador Training will be the 
responsibility of the county or 4-H member. A cancellation or drop fee of $10 will be the 
responsibility of the county. 
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Applicant Information 
 
 
First and Last Name:  
 
County: 
 
Are you a returning Ambassador?  
Yes 
No 
 
If you are a returning Ambassador, what track are you currently serving in? 
Animal Science 
Health and Wellness (Healthy Living) 
Pollinator 
Science and Engineering 
Wildlife 
 
Email Address:  
Note: A copy of your application will be sent to the email address entered above. Please double-check 
to make sure the email address is listed correctly. 
 
Phone Number:  
 
What grade in school will you be entering as of August 1, 2026? 
9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
 
Name of your County 4-H Leader:  
 
County 4-H Leader's Email Address:  
Note: A copy of your application will be sent to the email address entered above. Please double-check 
to make sure the email address is listed correctly. 
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PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING AMBASSADOR TRACK DESCRIPTIONS & COMPLETE THE 
QUESTIONS THAT FOLLOW.  
 
Animal Science Ambassadors - coordinated by Carole Knight and Kate Whiting, Extension 4-H 
Specialists for Georgia 4-H Animal Science Programs 
Animal science is the branch of science dedicated to the biology, management, and 
production of domestic livestock (cattle, swine, sheep, horses, poultry) and companion 
animals. It applies biological, physical, and social sciences to improve animal health, 
welfare, breeding, nutrition, and efficient, humane production for human food and 
fiber.  The goal of the Georgia 4-H Animal Science Ambassador Program is to provide 
educational experiences for youth to explore their interest in animal science.  The program 
focuses on connecting youth with local animal production systems and industries, 
exploring the richness and diversity of animal production and husbandry, developing 
advocacy skills, and increasing their access to career and post-secondary opportunities. 
 
Bat Ambassadors – coordinated by Kasey Bozeman, Extension 4-H Specialist for Georgia 4-H 
Science Programs  
Think bats are spooky? Think again!  This new and exciting Ambassador track for 2026-
2027 gives youth the opportunity to explore bat biology and habitats and tackle real 
conservation challenges.  Georgia 4-H Bat Ambassadors understand the importance of the 
night shift and learn how bats keep ecosystems healthy and balanced.  Supported by the 
Georgia Bat Working Group, Bat Ambassadors bust myths, drop fun bat facts, and help their 
communities see bats in a whole new light. Along the way, you’ll build confidence, 
communication skills, and serious science knowledge, all while standing up for one of 
Georgia’s most misunderstood mammals.  Don’t be afraid of the dark! 
 
Health and Wellness Ambassadors - coordinated by Christina Garner, Health and Wellness 
Specialist for Georgia 4-H Programs   
Cultivating healthy habits around food, nutrition, physical activity, mental and emotional 
well-being, and consumer choice is essential for ensuring your own health and the health of 
your community. Health and Wellness ambassadors will learn and share about food and 
nutrition, food access and security, preparing household budgets, and general health and 
well-being.  
 
Innovative Agriculture Ambassadors – coordinated by Kasey Bozeman, Extension 4-H Specialist 
for Georgia 4-H Science Programs  
Ready to grow the future? The Innovative Agriculture Ambassadors program puts youth at 
the cutting edge of modern farming and food systems. From high-tech farming techniques 
and sustainable agriculture to home gardening and soil health, Ambassadors dig into all 
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aspects of agriculture that embrace research and technological 
advancements.  Participants explore innovations like precision agriculture, hydroponics, 
and climate-smart practices while building real-world skills and sharing what they learn 
with their communities.  This new and exciting Ambassador track for 2026-27 focuses 
on growing solutions for a healthier, more sustainable future.  Can you dig it? 
 
Pollinator Ambassadors - coordinated by Kasey Bozeman, Extension 4-H Specialist for Georgia 4-H 
Science Programs  
What’s the buzz? One out of every three bites of food you eat exists because of animal 
pollinators. No pollinators…no food and snacks, yikes! But right now, pollinator 
populations are dropping fast due to habitat loss, chemical exposure, pests, disease, and a 
changing climate. Since humans rely on pollinators, it’s time to step up. Pollinator 
Ambassadors are youth leaders who learn the science, spread the word by teaching others, 
and take action to protect pollinators in their communities. From bees to butterflies, birds 
to bats, pollinators are cool, powerful, and essential.  Join the hive. Make an impact.  “Bee” 
the change pollinators are counting on. 
 
Science and Engineering Ambassadors - coordinated by Kasey Bozeman, Extension4-H 
Specialist for Georgia 4-H Science Programs  
Ready to put curiosity into action?  Science and Engineering Ambassadors are youth 
leaders who explore how science, engineering, and innovation shape the world around 
them, and then they help others do the same!  From hands-on experiments and real-world 
problem solving to sharing discoveries with their communities, Science and Engineering 
Ambassadors build skills that go beyond the lab. Participants strengthen critical thinking, 
creativity, communication, and leadership while tackling challenges and real-world science 
content. If you love discovery, innovation, and making an impact, this is your chance to lead 
with science spark and excitement wherever you go! 
 
Wildlife Ambassadors - coordinated by Kasey Bozeman, Extension 4-H Specialist for Georgia 4-H 
Science Programs  
Ready to answer the call of the wild? Wildlife is everywhere - from forests and fields to 
wetlands and backyards - and it plays a huge role in keeping ecosystems healthy. However, 
expanding development, habitat fragmentation, invasive species, and increased human-
wildlife interactions are changing how animals survive and move across the 
landscape.  That’s where Wildlife Ambassadors come in. Youth leaders dive into 
conservation for game and non-game species, get hands-on with wildlife issues, and help 
others understand how to protect the places animals call home. People interact with 
wildlife in so many ways - from hiking to birding, hunting to fishing.  Wildlife Ambassadors 
also earn certification as Project WILD Educators, a nationally recognized environmental 
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education program coordinated by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies. If you’re 
ready to get your paws dirty, spread the word, and make a difference, this is your chance to 
go wild for a cause.  Be wild. Lead the way. Join the pack and make an impact. 
 
Select the 4-H Ambassador Track, or subject area, in which you'd like to participate. 
Animal Science 
Bats 
Health and Wellness 
Innovative Agriculture 
Pollinator 
Science and Engineering 
Wildlife 
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Open-Ended Questions 
 
1. Describe why you selected your specific 4-H Ambassador track (Health and Wellness, 

Pollinators, Science and Engineering, Wildlife, Animal Science, Innovative Ag, or Bats). 
 

2. Describe why you want to serve as a 4-H Ambassador and how this role aligns with         
4-H’ers being successful in college, careers, the military, or entrepreneurship. What 
goals do you hope to achieve as a 4-H Ambassador and how will this experience help you 
develop leadership, professional, and life skills that prepare you for your future?  
 

3. What skills do you currently have that might help you as a 4-H Ambassador? 
 

4. How will you balance your responsibilities as a 4-H Ambassador with other 
responsibilities (school, sports and clubs, religious/spiritual meetings, other 4-H 
activities, etc.)? 
 

5. During the year, 4-H Ambassadors are required to complete six learning activities that support the 
Beyond Ready mission of preparing youth for future careers, leadership, and life beyond skills. 
Learning activities are hands-on, real-world experiences that help you build knowledge, skills, and 
professional connections related to your track.  
Describe one personal learning activity you plan to complete and explain how it will help 
you develop career-ready skills, explore potential career paths, and apply science-based 
knowledge in a real-world setting. 
 

6. During the year, 4-H Ambassadors are required to complete six sharing activities that support the 
Beyond Ready mission of preparing youth to be confident leaders, communicators, and 
contributors in their communities. Sharing activities are opportunities to apply what you have 
learned in your track by teaching, mentoring, or presenting information to others. These activities 
may include leading a workshop or class, writing an article, creating educational content, or 
presenting to a group.  
Describe one sharing activity you plan to complete and explain how it will strengthen 
your leadership, communication, and career-ready skills while positively impacting 
others.  
 

7. Sometimes, 4-H Ambassadors will partner with other people or organizations to accomplish their 
goals. Examples of partners might be a local youth organization other than 4-H, a community 
organization such as a library or community center, a club at your school, etc.  
Who do you think you could partner with to carry out your ambassador work? 



Ambassador Program 
Application Scoring Rubric 

georgia4h.org | 1-800-ASK-UGA1 
The University of Georgia 4-H program is the largest youth leadership organization in the 
state. An Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action, Veteran, Disability Institution 

The Georgia 4-H Ambassador Program accepts youth applications on an annual basis.  
Each content area/track will accept a limited number of participants.  Each application is 
reviewed by a team of adult leaders using the criteria below.  Each 4-H’er’s basic 
identifying information (name, county, etc.) will be withheld on the reviewer’s application 
packet.  Therefore, the reviewer will not know the name of the 4-H member they are 
evaluating.  

Application Scoring Rubric 
Desire to Serve . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 points 
The applicant clearly expresses their desire to join the Ambassador program, their interest 
in personal leadership development and service, and the current skills they could utilize as 
part of the participation requirements.   Interest, intentionality, and passion for serving as 
an Ambassador are what is most valued, rather than mere descriptions of past 
experiences. 

Interest in Content Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 points 
The applicant demonstrates their interest and passion for the content area. 

Ambassador Plans for Upcoming Year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 points 
The applicant expresses clear plans for learning and sharing activities for the upcoming 
year.  The applicant demonstrates the ability to creatively plan their Ambassador journey. 

Time Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 points 
The applicant provides thoughtful responses about how they will manage their time and 
responsibilities. 

Prepared By: Kasey Bozeman, Extension 4-H Specialist, 2022. 
Courtney Brown, Extension 4-H Specialist, 2022. 
Katie Bowker, Extension 4-H Specialist, 2022. 
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