Early to Mid-Season Irrigation for Peanuts
Wesley Porter

While we have been receiving some much needed rainfall, we are still under drought conditions
across the entire state as shown in figure 1.
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Figure 1. U.S. Drought Monitor map for the state of Georgia as of, Thursday May 28, 2026.

We have been and are still significantly behind on rainfall, and are in a negative water balance
for the year. Some months are worse than others, but since January 1 until the end of May we are
1.14 inches behind (Tifton weather station UGA Weather Station Water Balance Calculator).
This means that we have lost more moisture to evapotranspiration than we have received.

Again, the recent rainfall and short term predicted rainfall is a welcome relief from the previous
conditions, but we still need to have a solid and scientific irrigation management plan in place.
The long term forecast is predicting a wetter than average June and a drier than average July.
Thus, if we stay fairly wet and do not need much irrigation during June, there could be potential
for shallow roots or saturated conditions during June, meaning access to deep moisture may be
limited during July. Thus, have a plan in place to prepare for these conditions.

Typically, we try to avoid adding too much irrigation to peanuts during the first 40 days after
planting (DAP), but we cannot let that crop sit there in drought stress during the early season.
Keep track of the graph below or use our Irrigation Reference Guide
(https://fieldreport.caes.uga.edu/publications/C1189/irrigation-reference-guide-for-corn-cotton-
peanuts-and-soybeans/) in the field throughout the month of June to stay on top of your irrigation
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https://fieldreport.caes.uga.edu/publications/C1189/irrigation-reference-guide-for-corn-cotton-peanuts-and-soybeans/

requirements. Contact your local Extension office if you need a copy of the irrigation reference
guide. If your peanuts were planted during late April or early May, most of these earlier planted
peanuts are beginning to bloom, so expect water usage to gradually increase and approach peak
throughout June. Peanuts will begin flowering on average around 40 days after planting. Based
on the Crop Progress Report as of the 24th of May, approximately 60% of the state’s peanuts
were planted. This means that in the next two or so weeks the rest should be planted. Thus, the
water use curve will be spread over 4 to 6 weeks as represented below.
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Figure 2. The estimated weeks after planting and water requirements for peanuts planted
throughout May.

Remember the water requirement is IRRIGATION and RAINFALL! Also consider irrigation
efficiency especially on hot dry days. A typical pivot is 85% efficient, so don’t under-irrigate,
but at the same time don’t over-irrigate either as research has shown reductions in yield just as
significant for over-irrigating as for under-irrigating. The problem with over-irrigation is that it
brings a larger loss in profitability due to the additional cost of non-needed irrigation on top of
yield reduction. Good record keeping and a sound irrigation scheduling strategy can aid
significantly in increasing profitability in multiple ways, including reductions in irrigation
applications, correlating to reductions in energy requirements, and potentially increases in yield.

A couple of quick reminders regarding irrigation of peanuts. Early irrigation applications can tell
you very valuable information regarding your water application uniformity. If a Mobile
Irrigation Lab test was not conducted, pay close attention to the way your soil dries out after an
irrigation application. Unfortunately, this year I have received multiple reports of pivots that are
not operating at acceptable uniformity, it’s a tough uphill battle the rest of the season if it stays
dry. If your peanuts were planted into conventional tillage, this will be easy to see especially



prior to full canopy closure. Visible bands drying out quickly or bands staying wet for longer
periods are signs of poor uniformity (under and over applications respectively). Go to these areas
of your pivot and address them now, if you can see drops on guides or visible leaks those should
be corrected as soon as possible. As the peanut canopy develops and laps, the obvious signs will
not be visible. Hot dry weather makes it easy to see if your pivot was working properly due to
the extreme heat and drought. The under applying nozzles are easy to see by the evidence
presented as stressed crops in bands under the pivot. Doing the same thing twice expecting
different results is never good.

Lastly, if you are using soil moisture sensors there are a few things to consider early on. Many
times, sensors are “soaked in or wetted up” during installation and require a little time for
moisture levels around the sensor to return to field conditions. Keep in mind that we begin to use
the individual sensors on the probe as the roots reach the particular depths, therefore sensor
readings should be weighted accordingly in making decisions early during the season. If you
have “weighted” the sensors, be sure to adjust accordingly as the root systems develop. Consider
using other tools in conjunction with your moisture sensors. Irrigator Pro
(https://irrigatorpro.org/) integrated with a soil moisture sensor system through UGA trials has
repeatedly shown higher yields than the Checkbook method. For more assistance and
information on Irrigator Pro usage or any other irrigation scheduling tool for peanuts, contact
your local UGA Extension ANR Agent.



https://irrigatorpro.org/

June 2026 Peanut Pointers

Insect Management
Mark Abney

In many years, June is the quietest month of the peanut growing season when it comes to
insect pressure. This does not mean that we can relax our scouting or assume that we will
not have pest populations reaching treatment threshold. June lesser cornstalk borer (LCB)
infestations have occurred in peanut fields across much of the state in recent years. Even
in years with significant early season rainfall (and in irrigated fields) LCBs have reached
threshold in June. LCB should not be ignored or taken for granted; even early season
infestations will cause yield loss and should be managed. As the saying goes, don’t sleep
on LCBs. In just the past 4 days, | have received five reports of LCBs found in peanut from
all regions of the state. The UGA Peanut Team has a video on Youtube describing scouting
for lesser cornstalk borer in early season peanut.

While foliage feeding caterpillars do not typically reach threshold in June, tobacco
budworm and beet armyworm can occasionally be present in high numbers. It is easy to
see caterpillar feeding injury on young peanut plants, and an attentive grower or scout who
walks fields correctly should not have any trouble seeing the injury. We do not want to treat
fields just because we see some feeding injury. A representative sample at 10 random
spots in a field using a drop cloth will tell us if pest populations are high enough to warrant
treatment. Research has shown that peanut is very resistant to yield loss from early season
defoliation, but we do not want to miss potentially damaging populations. While | have not
heard of any TBW or BAW anywhere near threshold, there have been reports of scattered
caterpillars in several fields.

Growers in areas with a history of rootworm infestations may be thinking about applying
Vertento through their pivots this month. We will be conducting research this summer to
evaluate efficacy of this product at different application timings. In the meantime, if you or
your growers have questions, please let me know.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAtivdqATV0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EAtivdqATV0

Peanut Pointers
Scott Monfort and Doug Amaral

Peanut Crop Progress and Mid-Season Management Considerations

Growers have worked through some challenging conditions to get the 2026 crop planted
and established. The Southeast experienced both very dry and excessively wet periods
during April and May, but overall, | have been very pleased with the stands and crop growth
| have observed throughout early June.

As we move into the season, growers should begin transitioning into their pest and fertility
management programs to keep the crop progressing. With profitability concerns continuing
to drive decisions, reducing input costs remains a top priority for producers. However, |
encourage growers to make those decisions on a field-by-field basis.

Identify fields that are at greater risk for diseases, insects, fertility deficiencies, or other
production challenges and tailor management strategies accordingly. While this approach
may not always reduce costs upfront, it can result in higher yields, improved quality, and
better overall returns.

On lower-risk fields where crop rotation and fertility programs have been maintained and
disease and insect pressure are typically lighter, some expenses may be reduced without
sacrificing yield potential. However, these fields should still be closely monitored by a crop
scout or consultant who can recommend adjustments if pest pressures increase. Much
like the weather this season, pest pressure can change quickly—especially if rainfall
continues and temperatures remain in the 90s.

Another important consideration is calcium management for both commercial and seed
peanuts. For commercial peanuts, collecting a pegging-zone soil sample can help
determine whether additional calcium is needed. Currently, the University of Georgia
recommendations are to apply calcium in the form of lime before planting or gypsum at
early bloom for seed peanut production. Keep in mind that lime applications should be
based on soil test recommendations and pH needs rather than solely as a calcium source.
We are also evaluating additional calcium sources to determine their effectiveness in
meeting the needs of seed peanuts. Growers need to weigh the options of these other
calcium sources and the cost of each one. Remember that foliar calcium does not work,
and 1-2 gallons of any liquid calcium product applied on the plant or soil will not provide
the calcium needs for the peanut plant especially in a deficiency situation.

Growers should also remember to apply boron to support plant development, pollination,
and seed formation. Two applications of boron at 0.25 pounds per acre each are



recommended between 30 and 60 days after planting. As an example, one quart of a 10%
boron product supplies approximately 0.25 pounds of boron where 6 0z of a 5% only
provides roughly 0.025 pounds of boron.

Another fertility situation growers need to be aware of is manganese deficiency. In many of
our peanut fields we are pushing soil pH into the upper 6’s which will tie up manganese.
Therefore, growers need to think about addressing these high pH fields with 2 applications
of foliar manganese to help reduce potential deficiency problems later in the growing
season. Typically, growers will apply the two applications between 45 and 80 days.

Please feel free to reach out to Doug Amaral or myself if you have any questions.



June, 2026 Peanut Pointers - Bob Kemerait

Yogi Berra, legendary catcher for the New York Yankees, once said, “it’s like déja vu all over again”. If
this article seems vaguely familiar, it is because | have updated it from a previous article. Sometimes

tan’t figure out how to say it better than | already did.... Now is the time to think white mold and leaf
spot diseases in our 2026 peanut fields.

“White mold” is on my mind as | type this article. Though only the 15 of June, nighttime temperatures
are already in the mid-70s and daytime temperatures are in the upper 80s and lower 90s. Humidity is
high at night, humidity is high during the day. There is an excellent chance for rain over the next 10
days. Acres planted to peanuts in Georgia are down a bit from 2025, though we will still plant over
700,000 acres in 2026. As peanut production remains robust in Georgia and acreage remains high, time
between peanut crops in some fields will continue to shrink. In some fields there will not be any
rotation at all. Favorable weather conditions alone are enough to increase risk to white mold, but when
coupled with shorter rotations, the specter of white mold looms. These same conditions will certainly
drive outbreaks of leaf spot diseases as well.

White mold could easily become one of the greatest threats to peanut production again in 2026.
Agroathelia (Sclerotium) rolfsii, the fungal pathogen that causes white mold (more properly referred to
as “southern stem rot”) thrives in hot weather. White mold may “go wild” when moisture is abundant
and night-time temperatures reach 75F and above. Lack of rainfall, especially in non-irrigated fields,
also can make it more difficult to control white mold. This is because rainfall or irrigation within 24
hours after a fungicide application is important to move the fungicide from the foliage to the crown of
the plant. Protecting the crown of the plant is an important “target” for management of white mold.

Agroathelia rolfsii can infect peanut plants at any growth stage but causes the greatest damage when
the limbs and foliage along a row have closed. This allows the fungus to “ignite” and easily spread from
one plant to the next,“burnjng” down the row when conditions are warm and humid. Smaller plants can
be infected and affected by white mold early in the season; however spread from one plant to the next
is much more restricted as it is difficult for the pathogen to bridge the gap between small plants. Note:
It is nearly impossible to stop underground infection of young peanuts unless an effective fungicide is
used in-furrow at planting.

Recommendation: Though the backbone of “white mold programs” typically begin at about 60 days
after planting when the peanut canopy is larger and more at risk for disease spread, growers should
consider putting something out at 45 days after planting for management of this disease. | believe a
more aggressive white mold program is justified this season because of early-season conditions and the
potential for shorter rotations between peanut crops. Growers can initiate a “white mold” program by
one of three ways. Note: this is for a 45-day application.

1. Mix 7.2 fl oz of tebuconazole with a leaf spot material, for example chlorothalonil. Perhaps a
prothioconazole + tebuconazole mix.

2. Use products like Priaxor or Lucento that have fair white mold activity in addition to strong leaf
spot control.



3. Initiate the 3-spray Elatus (7.3 oz) or Excalia (2.0 fl oz/A) programs, noting that additional
fungicide should be added for protection from leaf spot.

For several reasons beyond those mentioned above, June is a critically important month for disease
management and, sometimes, for nematode management as well. Based on planting date, most of the
peanut crop will be between 30 and 45 days after planting at some point in June. Thoughts for
consideration include the points below.

1. Fungicide programs for management of leaf spot diseases (except for the earliest and latest-
planted peanuts) are typically initiated during the month of June. Leaf spot programs should
begin closer to 30 DAP when A) the field is at higher risk to leaf spot based upon results from
Peanut Rx, and/or when B) fungicides to include chlorothalonil, Mazinga, chlorothalonil +
Domark, and chlorothalonil + Alto are used as the first fungicide application.

2. Fungicide programs for leaf spot management can safely begin closer to 45 days after planting
when A) the field is low-risk to leaf spot diseases as determined with Peanut X, B) fungicides
such as Priaxor, Lucento, or Aproach Prima are used in the opening 45-day fungicide application,
or C) Velum, Proline, or Propulse is used in-furrow at planting.

3. Growers should avoid, if at all, possible initiating a peanut fungicide program later than 45 days
after planting.

4. The “backbone” of most fungicide programs for control of white mold does not begin until
approximately 60 days after planting; however growers often start earlier, especially when short
rotation increases risk to disease. Effective ways to begin a white mold program within the first
45 days after plantings are to A) apply Proline (5.7 fl oz/A) in a narrow band over the peanuts, B)
include tebuconazole or azoxystrobin with your first leaf spot applications, or C) adopt Elatus or
Excalia programs that begin as early as 30 days after planting.

5. Applications of Propulse can be made as early as 45 days after planting to fight leaf spot, white
mold, and to supplement earlier nematicide applications for control of nematodes.

The “Good”: Timely fungicide applications (before disease is established) are a critically important tactic
for controlling disease. Starting your leaf spot program on-time, often in June, sets the stage for a
successful disease management program and best yields.

The “Bad”: Getting behind in a fungicide program early in the season may allow disease to become
established that is difficult (if not impossible) to manage later in the season. While | know some growers
wait until 50-55 days after planting to begin their program, | strongly advise you to not wait later than
45 days after planting and to begin as early as 30 days after planting in a number of situations.
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