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Hello, everyone! My name is Kim Post. I am the University of Georgia Extension 
Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent in Lanier & Clinch County. Today I am going 
to take some time to provide you with an overview of Extension Resources, what 
type of information and help we can offer you, and where to find that information.
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Background on Extension

• Connects the University of Georgia to the citizens of Georgia

• Three program areas: 
Agriculture & Natural Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, 4-H Youth Development

• Based on university research

• All 159 counties in Georgia 

First, in case you are not familiar with Extension, here is a little bit of background 
information. Cooperative Extension exists as part of land grant universities. Land 
grant universities such as Clemson, Auburn, North Carolina State, and University of 
Georgia all have Extension programs. For us here in Georgia, Extension really is 
the connection between the University of Georgia and citizens all across the state. 
We have programming in three main areas: Agriculture & Natural Resources, the 
program area that work in, we work with agricultural producers to make smart and 
timely decisions on-farm; Family & Consumer Sciences, which is focused on 
families, home, health, and finances; and 4-H Youth Development, some of you may 
have been a 4-H member when you were younger, there are a variety of youth 
projects ranging from livestock to public speaking. All the information and 
educational programs we conduct are based on university research. You can be 
confident that our recommendations and practices have been thoroughly tested and 
are from a credible source. Extension has a presence in all 159 counties in Georgia. 
No matter where you are located in the state, we are here for you.
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Services We Provide

Sample Services
• Soil
• Water (irrigation & drinking)
• Plant tissue
• Feed and forage quality
• Poultry litter & manure

Diagnostic Services
• Plant disease
• Nematodes

On the Agriculture & Natural Resources side of Extension, we have a vast amount 
of services that are available to you. Our samples services include soil, water, plant 
tissue, feed and forage, and even animal waste. When would you need these 
services? Soil samples are often taken prior to planting to determine whether 
adjustments need to be made to pH or how much fertilizer should be applied. In my 
particular counties, we have quite a bit of blueberry production and beekeeping. 
Most of our water samples are from blueberry irrigation ponds to check for the 
presence of E. coli and coliform bacteria, which they need for auditing and crop 
protection purposes. Plant tissue samples are taken to determine whether the plant 
itself is experiencing a deficiency. Additionally, we as county Extension agents can 
send off whole plants to the university’s plant diseases clinics. Specialists will 
evaluate the plant, identify the disease or pathogen, and make recommendations 
for treatment. We can also send off soil to our nematode lab to measure the existing 
nematode populations in your soil, which may negatively affect a variety of crops. 
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Services We Provide

On-Farm Services
• Troubleshooting (disease, 

insect, etc)
• Management practices
• Variety trials and product 

trials

Not all of our services necessarily involve the lab. There is quite a bit that we can do 
on-farm for you as well! If you are having a disease issues or a problem that you 
need help with, we can make a site visit to evaluate the situation and offer 
recommendations. In some cases it may be a treatment recommendation or you 
may need to change a certain management practice. In the top left picture, you can 
see a blackberry leaf where I was looking at a tiny mite. If we can determine the 
issue well enough in the field, we can take it back to our office to put under the 
microscope to further investigate and take detailed pictures. If for some reason we 
still can’t determine the problem, then we can send samples or whole plants to the 
disease clinics that I mentioned on the previous slide. Many times we can also send 
photos directly to the specialists that work with those crops for assistance. We also 
work with those specialists to conduct on-farm trials. Volunteers to host trials at your 
farm are always welcome. It’s an excellent way to help the University of Georgia 
carry out new research projects and for you to potentially learn about a new variety 
or practice and how it performs on your own land. In the past I have done trials with 
a new blueberry fungicide that actually uses the honey bees themselves to deliver 
the product to the blooms. It’s the first product of its kind, so it was a great way for 
our berry and bee producers, as well as myself, to learn about this possible option 
to combatting certain fungal pathogens. We’ve also done a peanut trial that looked 
at whether a certain in-furrow product affected yields or not. 
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Services We Provide

Pesticides
• Recommendations
• Private applicator 

license

Educational Workshops
• Bee classes

Financial -
agecon.uga.edu/extension/budgets.html

• Crop budgets
• Livestock budgets

It addition to making treatment recommendations, Extension also facilitates the 
application process for obtaining your private pesticide license. If you are involved 
with any type of crop production, you will need a license. Instructions are available 
for how to complete the initial training online, submit your application to us, and we 
send all materials to the Georgia Department of Agriculture for you. To keep your 
private license current, you need 3 educational credits over the 5-year life of the 
license. By attending our production meetings and educational workshops, you can 
earn pesticide credits to keep your license current. Each county typically hosts 
production meetings for peanuts, cotton, and a variety of crops. Certain counties 
also have other classes and workshops available throughout the year. One of my 
workshops I offer is a series of beekeeping classes for absolute beginners. We 
learn how to build bee boxes, extract honey, the whole nine yards. It gives people a 
chance to experience these tasks hands-on before jumping into keeping bees. 
There are also crop and livestock budgets that are updated annually to help you 
plan. They are interactive budgets, meaning when you type in your cost for a 
particular input, it will automatically recalculate your total costs, profit, and so on. 
Those are a very valuable tool that I recommend you take a look at.
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Services We Provide

Special Program Examples
• Heifer Evaluation & 

Reproductive Development 
(HERD) Program

• Performance
• Reproductive traits
• Disposition

• GrassMasters
• Forage production

Finally, I just wanted to briefly mention a couple of the special programs that the 
University of Georgia puts on. For example, we have the Heifer Evaluation & 
Reproductive Development, or HERD, Program. Beef producers can consign 
homebred heifers to the program in order to evaluate their performance, measure 
different reproductive traits, as well as score their disposition. The heifers are 
consigned in the fall, bred, genetically evaluated, and they all sell at auction the 
following April. Producers have the option to buy back their own animals or allow 
other producers to purchase them. It’s a superb program that helps producers see 
how certain feeding and health programs can help their replacement heifers reach 
target weights and be successfully bred. Another program is GrassMasters, which is 
a series of workshops focused on forage production, grazing, and hay. Again, this is 
just a sample of the types of programs and services that Extension offers. 
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Resources

Website – extension.uga.edu 
• Publications
• Find your local office
• Calendar of upcoming 

events

Now, I know I’ve thrown quite a bit of information at you in the last few minutes. So 
if you only remember one thing from this presentation, it should be where to go to 
access Extension resources. Simply visit our website at extension.uga.edu to tap 
into a wealth of knowledge. The top 3 important tabs on this page are Publications, 
County Offices, and Calendar. 
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Publications tab
• Type keyword in 

the Search bar

Once you click on Publications, it will bring up a search bar. You can type any topic 
in here and it will bring up all relevant fact sheets and info guides. Just click on any 
of the results to open that publication. You also have the option to open and save it 
as a PDF to your computer or smart phone.
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Publications tab
• Type keyword in 

the Search bar
• Results appear
• Click on title of 

publication

Once you click on Publications, it will bring up a search bar. You can type any topic 
in here and it will bring up all relevant fact sheets and info guides. Just click on any 
of the results to open that publication. You also have the option to open and save it 
as a PDF to your computer or smart phone.
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Publications tab
• Type keyword in 

the Search bar
• Results appear
• Click on title of 

publication
• View on this page
• Or open/save as a 

PDF

Once you click on Publications, it will bring up a search bar. You can type any topic 
in here and it will bring up all relevant fact sheets and info guides. Just click on any 
of the results to open that publication. You also have the option to open and save it 
as a PDF to your computer or smart phone.
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Publications tab
• Type keyword in 

the Search bar
• Results appear
• Click on title of 

publication
• View on this page
• Or open/save as a 

PDF

Once you click on Publications, it will bring up a search bar. You can type any topic 
in here and it will bring up all relevant fact sheets and info guides. Just click on any 
of the results to open that publication. You also have the option to open and save it 
as a PDF to your computer or smart phone.
** I would recommend getting in the habit of looking at the PDF, since they are 
normally in color and have photos included. If you don’t have a printer at home or 
your internet maybe isn’t the greatest to get to these pages, come visit us. If you 
come into my office, I’ll gladly print you off the publications you would like or help 
you find one!
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Resources

Website – extension.uga.edu 
• Find your local office

The County Offices tab will list all the counties in Georgia. Find the county where 
you live or farm, and it will take you to that county’s Extension website. You’ll find 
names and contact information for all the Extension agents and staff that work in 
that county, as well as what program area they serve, whether that be Ag & Natural 
Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, or 4-H. Finally, the Calendar tab will pull 
up all upcoming Extension events in the state of Georgia. There will be a brief 
description, location, and how to register or attend those events. 
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu  

• Find your local 
office

• Scroll to your 
county name

The County Offices tab will list all the counties in Georgia. Find the county where 
you live or farm, and it will take you to that county’s Extension website. You’ll find 
names and contact information for all the Extension agents and staff that work in 
that county, as well as what program area they serve, whether that be Ag & Natural 
Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, or 4-H. Finally, the Calendar tab will pull 
up all upcoming Extension events in the state of Georgia. There will be a brief 
description, location, and how to register or attend those events. 
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Find your local 
office

• Scroll to your 
county name

• Opens your 
county’s 
Extension page

• Ag & Natural 
Resources

• Contact Us

The County Offices tab will list all the counties in Georgia. Find the county where 
you live or farm, and it will take you to that county’s Extension website. You’ll find 
names and contact information for all the Extension agents and staff that work in 
that county, as well as what program area they serve, whether that be Ag & Natural 
Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, or 4-H. Finally, the Calendar tab will pull 
up all upcoming Extension events in the state of Georgia. There will be a brief 
description, location, and how to register or attend those events. 
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Resources

Website – extension.uga.edu 
• Calendar

The County Offices tab will list all the counties in Georgia. Find the county where 
you live or farm, and it will take you to that county’s Extension website. You’ll find 
names and contact information for all the Extension agents and staff that work in 
that county, as well as what program area they serve, whether that be Ag & Natural 
Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, or 4-H. Finally, the Calendar tab will pull 
up all upcoming Extension events in the state of Georgia. There will be a brief 
description, location, and how to register or attend those events. 
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Resources

Website –
extension.uga.edu 

• Calendar
• Click on blue 

buttons to sort 
by topic

• Click on “Set 
County 
Preference” to 
see local events

The County Offices tab will list all the counties in Georgia. Find the county where 
you live or farm, and it will take you to that county’s Extension website. You’ll find 
names and contact information for all the Extension agents and staff that work in 
that county, as well as what program area they serve, whether that be Ag & Natural 
Resources, Family & Consumer Sciences, or 4-H. Finally, the Calendar tab will pull 
up all upcoming Extension events in the state of Georgia. There will be a brief 
description, location, and how to register or attend those events. 
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Recap

Variety of lab services, on-farm services, classes, meetings, etc.

Numerous resources online – publications and upcoming events

When in doubt, call your county Extension office!

To review, we covered the wide variety of lab services, on-farm services, 
educational classes, and meetings that are available through UGA Extension. We 
also have numerous online resources that you can use as reference materials or to 
check out upcoming events. When in doubt, call your county Extension office! We 
can get you pointed in the right direction no matter what your question is.
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Questions?

Contact me:

Kim Post

Lanier/Clinch Ag Agent

kimberly.post@uga.edu

229-482-3895

With that, I will stop and let you all ask any questions that you may have about 
Extension services, resources, or how we can help you.
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