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Purpose 

Georgia Nutrition Council 
1940 Georgia Nutrition Committee for National Defense 

1950 Georgia Nutrition Council 

The purpose of the Georgia Nutrition Council is to bring together professionals from all fields of nutrition in 
order to broaden their perspectives of nutrition and to unite their efforts in addressing nutrition problems in 
Georgia. 

 
Objectives 
Specific objectives of the organization shall be to: 
∙ Promote and provide nutrition education 
∙ Promote awareness of current nutrition research 
∙ Serve as a source of nutrition information 

 
Contact Information 
Regarding additional information, errors in this directory, scholarship and general fund contributions, and dues 
($25 active; $10 Retired/Student) please contact: 

 
Georgia Nutrition Council 

P.O. Box 345 
       Locust Grove, GA 30248 

GeorgiaNutritionCouncil@gmail.com 
 

Newsletters 
GNC publishes a newsletter for members three times per year. Articles of interest to the nutrition profession are 
always welcome. For more information, please contact the Georgia Nutrition Council at 
georgianutritioncouncil@gmail.com. 

 
Scholarships 
Holly B. Alley Scholarship 
Offered in memory of Holly B. Alley, former Nutrition Specialist for the Georgia Cooperative Extension Service, 
this $500 scholarship recognizes students who are committed to a career, which would contribute to the health 
and well‐being of individuals and communities. Applicants are rising juniors, seniors, or graduate students in 
good academic standing at their university in Georgia and must be GNC members. 

 
Rita Waters Scholarship 
Offered in memory of Rita Waters, former Georgia Extension Nutritionist, this $500 scholarship recognizes 
students with a major interest in the areas of Food, Nutrition, Dietetics, or Food Technology. Applicants are 
rising juniors, seniors, or graduate students in good academic standing at their university in Georgia and must be 
GNC members. 

 
Student Research Competition 
GNC sponsors a research competition designed to encourage interest in nutrition and food science research 
among undergraduate and graduate students. Monetary awards are given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. Students 
must be in a Georgia‐based Nutrition, Dietetics, or Food Science program and be a GNC member. Quality and 
presentation of data in an oral and/or poster format is required. 

 
Outreach Grant 
This grant provides active GNC members access to funding to conduct novel nutrition education programs for 
the public that further the mission of the Georgia Nutrition Council and promote awareness of current nutrition 
and research related issues to the health and well‐being of Georgians. 
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History of the 

Georgia Nutrition Council 
 

A Georgia Nutrition Committee was organized in 1941 through the efforts of 37 state groups or agencies that 
met to determine the nutritional needs of the State. Its objective was to promote the goals of the National 
Nutrition Program in Georgia. The Committee was very active and effective during World War II at maintaining 
and improving the nutritional status of Georgians through education programs. 

 
With the end of hostilities in 1945, the Georgia Nutrition Committee decided that an active coordinated 
nutrition program should be maintained. In 1946, the Committee’s peacetime objectives were clarified. The 
Georgia Nutrition Committee would: 
 

∙ Coordinate sound nutrition program activities to more effectively reach ALL Georgians. 
∙ Emphasize the wise use of the available food supply, the food dollar, and help protect the consumer 

with respect to the price of foods. 
∙ Promote the production, processing, and distribution of food with high nutritive value, and in adequate 

amounts. 
∙ Emphasize nutrition for the middle‐aged individual. 
∙ Continue efforts for proper legislation for enrichment of flour, meal, and cereals. 
∙ Stress the importance of obtaining vitamins from vitamin‐rich foods rather than relying on supplements. 
∙ Support the economists and agriculturists in their efforts to combat the effects of soil erosion on our 

food supply. 
 

Specific accomplishments during the early post war years included revision of the Food Primer and work on low‐ 
cost diet plans for the Agricultural Extension Service. The Georgia Nutrition Committee also procured the 
enactment of the law requiring the enrichment of all white bread, flour, de‐germed cornmeal and grits. 
Unfortunately, the enforcement of this law was left to the discretion of the Commissioner of Agriculture and 
was not enforced at that time. A series of fifteen presentations on various topics in nutrition were also radio 
broadcast to Georgians between 1946‐1950. 

 
In 1950, the resignation of Miss Lurline Collier as Chairman of the Georgia Nutrition Committee led to the 
formation of the Georgia Nutrition Council. A constitution and by‐laws were developed, officers were elected, 
and it was decided that membership should pay dues of $2.00 per year. What a bargain! 

 
The constitution of the new organization stated that “any person interested in food and nutrition in Georgia is 
eligible for membership”. That same philosophy is true today as the current membership includes both nutrition 
professionals and the lay Georgia public. The original constitution provided for two meetings each year and five 
working sections: Food Production and Preservation, Community Nutrition, Research, Food Service and Work in 
Educational Institutions. 

 
The first program that the council presented covered a number of broad topics including “Nutrition in Relation 
to Parasites”, “School Lunch Program”, “Nutrition in Schools”, and “Food Additives”, all of which addressed the 
goals of the organization, which were to help its members grow professionally and to unite their efforts in 
helping to solve urgent nutrition problems in Georgia…goals which continue to this day. 



David Alley 
Lifetime Member 
 
 

 

  Winifred Alley 
Lifetime Member 
 
 

 

Brenda Thomas, MD 
Lifetime Member 
 
 

 

  Gail F. Adams 
 

County Extension Agent 
Fort Valley State University 
700 Spruce Street, Wing A 
Fort Valley, GA 31030 
 

478‐256‐7103 
adamsg1@fvsu.edu 
 

Elizabeth L. Andress 
 

Extension Food Safety Specialist 
University of Georgia 
208 Hoke Smith Annex,  
Athens, GA 30602 
 

706‐542‐3773 
eandress@uga.edu 
 

  Rhea Bentley 
 

FACS Agent 
University of Georgia 
420 Tenth Street,  
Columbus, GA 31901 
 

706‐653‐4200 
rbentley@uga.edu 
 

Pamela Boyd 
 

Nutrition Director 
Valdosta City Schools Nutrition Program 
1215 N. Slater Street,  
Valdosta, GA 31601 
 

229‐671‐6002 
pboyd@gocats.org 
 

  Chelsi Brown 
Student 
 
 

 

Evelyn Brown 
 

Manager 
US Consulting Group 
P.O. Box 238,  
Augusta, GA 30901 
 

706‐922‐1515 
ebrown@us‐consultinggroup.com 
 

  Terralon Chaney 
 

County Extension Agent 
Fort Valley State University 
P.O. Box 2114, Magnolia Street North 
Jeffersonville, GA 31044 
 

478‐235‐6039 
chaneyt@fvsu.edu 
 



Ginger Chastine 
 

County Extension Agent 
Fort Valley State University 
12877 Broad Street, Suite 205 
Sparta, GA 31087 
 

478‐235‐8456 
chastineg@fvsu.edu 
 

  Casie Cuneio 
Student 
 

Student/GTA 
Georgia State University 
 

 

Beadie Davison 
 

SNAP‐Ed Coordinator 
1895 Phoenix Blvd., Ste. 400 
College Park, GA 30349 
 

678‐610‐7691 
beadie.davison@dph.ga.gov 
 

  Heather Deneen 
 

Nutritionist 
Coastal Health District 9‐1 
441 Bultman Ave., Bldg. 1183 
Fort Stewart, GA 31314 
 

912‐877‐3330 
heather.deneen@dph.ga.gov 
 

LaZavia Grier 
 

EFNEP Supervisor/FACS Extension Educator 
UGA Extension Columbus‐Muscogee County 
420 10th Street,  
Columbus, GA 31901 
 

706‐225‐3850 
lazavia.grier@uga.edu 
 

  Angela Hairston 
Retired 
 

Consultant 
BA Food Safety Training 
 

678‐999‐7602 
bafoodsafetyedconsultants@gmail.com 
 

Gail Hanula 
Retired 
 

Senior Public Service Associate Emeritus 
 

 

  Rebecca Hardeman 
 

County Extension Coordinator/FACS Agent 
University of Georgia 
1262 Government Circle,  
Jonesboro, GA 30236 
 

770‐473‐3945 
rlhard@uga.edu 
 

Elaina Gaillard Harden 
 

Dietitian 
Carl Vinson VA Medical Center 
1826 Veterans Blvd,  
Dublin, GA 31019 
 

478‐272‐1210 ext. 2471 
elaina.harden@va.gov 
 

  Martha Harvey 
 
 

 



Susan Howington 
 

County Extension Agent 
UGA Cooperative Extension in Henry County 
97 Lake Dow Road,  
McDonough, GA 30252 
 

770‐288‐8421 
showing@uga.edu 
 

  Sabrena Johnson 
 

EFNEP Program Assistant 
Fort Valley State University 
700 Spruce Street, Wing A 
Fort Valley, GA 31030 
 

478‐235‐8699 
johnsons@fvsu.edu 
 

Elizabeth Klingbeil 
Student 
 

Graduate Student 
University of Georgia 
305 Sanford Drive,  
Athens, GA 30602 
 

706‐542‐4873 
eak80073@uga.edu 

  Theresa Latta 
 

Grants Program Consultant 
Georgia Department of Education 
1662 Twin Towers East,  
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 

404‐354‐9899 
thlatta@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

Judy Macolly, MS, LD 
 

Nutritionist/Health Educator 
Savannah, GA 31406 
 

912‐354‐2584 
jmacsav@aol.com 
 

  Brenda Maddox 
 

County Extension Agent 
Fort Valley State University 
P.O. Box 389, 111 Baker Street 
Buena Vista, GA 31803 
 

478‐235‐8695 
maddoxb@fvsu.edu 
 

Rebecca J. McKemie, MS, RD, CSR, LD 
 

Renal Dietitian 
Fresenius Kidney Care 
300 W. Jackson Street,  
Thomasville, GA 31792 
 

229‐228‐1252 
 

  Denise Parsons 
 

SNP Director 
Vidalia City Schools 
301 Adams Street,  
Vidalia, GA 30474 
 

912‐537‐9738 
dparson@vidalia‐city.k12.ga.us 
 

Ekta Patel 
Student 
 
 

 

  Raphaela Perez 
Student 
 
 

 



Phillip Petway 
 

County Extension Agent 
Fort Valley State University 
1005 State University Drive, C.W. Pettigrew Center, 
Room 215 
Fort Valley, GA 31030 
 

478‐320‐1037 
petwayp@fvsu.edu 

  Taylor Ragan 
Student 
 

Research Assistant 
University of Georgia 
 

 

Lacey Resch 
 

Program Specialist 
Mulberry Market Community Health Works 
300 Mulberry Street, Suite 603 
Macon, GA 31201 
 

478‐254‐5216 
lresch@chwg.org 
 

  Nancy D. Rice 
 

State Director 
Georgia Department of Education 
1570 Twin Towers East,  
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 

404‐651‐6600 
nrice@doe.k12.ga.us 
 

Joelle Romanchik-Cerpovicz 
 

DPD Director & Associate Professor of Nutrition and 
Food Science 
Georgia Southern University 
Department of Health/Kinesiology, P.O. Box 8076 
Statesboro, GA 30460 
 

912‐478‐1420 
jromchik@georgiasouthern.edu 

  Daniel Seeler 
Student 
 

Graduate Student 
University of Georgia 
 

 

Timikel Sharpe 
 

Executive Director of School Nutrition 
Bibb County School District 
2011 Riverside Drive,  
Macon, GA 31204 
 

478‐779‐2612 
timkel.sharpe@bcsdk12.net 
 

  Larissa Shelley 
Student 
 
 

 

Zoe Soltanmammedova 
 

FACS Agent 
University of Georgia 
678 S Cobb Drive, Suite 200 
Marietta, GA 30060 
 

770‐528‐4084 
zsoltanmammedova@uga.edu 
 

  Cindee Sweda 
 

Family and Consumer Sciences Agent 
UGA Extension Spalding County 
835 Memorial Drive,  
Griffin, GA 30223 
 

770‐467‐4225 
csweda@uga.edu 
 



Kena Torbert 
 

Family Life Specialist 
Fort Valley State University 
1005 State University Drive,  
Fort Valley, GA 31030 
 

478‐825‐6573 
torbertk@fvsu.edu 
 

  Margaret Turner 
Student 
 

Nurtitionist/Dietetic Intern 
Tift County Health Department 
305 E 12th Street,  
Tifton, GA 31794 
 

 

Hannah Wilson 
Student 
 

Graduate Research Assistant 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30606 
 

478‐230‐0809 
hannah.wilson@uga.edu 
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