
2024 Post Conference Edition
This yearɅs GAE4-HYDP Annual Conference was 
held at Rock Eagle with the theme of Rooted in 

Excellence, April 29-May 1, 2024. The conference 
consisted of seminars, poster presentations, 

showcases and awards recognition. This Peach 
Press edition highlights some portions of the 

meeting and showcases the National and State 
Awards from the conference.

Important 
Reminders

Thank you to our
Conference Planning Committee!

THE PEACH PRESS
The Official Publication for the Georgia Association of Extension 4-H Youth Development Professionals 

NAE4-HYDP Conference 
in Boise, Idaho
October 15-17, 2024

National 4-H Week
October 7-11, 2024

GAE4-HYDP 
Membership Drive for 
2025
Information coming 
soon

$4 for 4 -H Day
April 4, 2025

GAE4-HYDP Conference 
in Covington,  Georgia
May 14-16, 2025

NAE4-HYDP Conference 
in Atlanta, Georgia
October 27-30, 2025



Funds Raised

The live auction, silent auction and raffle raised 
over $1,900!

Thank you for your support of GAE4-HYDP!

Cons ide r  pu rchas ing  an  annua l  p r in t  f o r  your  
home o r  o f f i ce  to  ra i se  funds  fo r  GAE4-HYDP!  

This year's print for the 
annual print collection is a 

rendering of the Jekyll 
Island 4-H Center 

Boardwalk. Prints can be 
purchased for $45 by 

contacting Jeffrey Burke.

Thank  you  to  ou r  amaz ing  
con fe rence  sponsors !

Vidalia Onion Business Council- Gold Sponsor
Georgia 4-H Foundation- Gold Sponsor

Georgia EMC- Silver Sponsor
Georgia Cotton Commission- Silver Sponsor 



Conference Guests & Entertainment



Conference Photos!



Conference Photos!



First Timer Experiences

Candace Seabolt, Mitchell County 4-H Agent

Ɉϥ truly didn't know what to expect as a new 
member and felt lost in the proceedings the 
majority of the time. However, I'm grateful to 

have experienced the conference. I look 
forward to utilizing the information shared 
with my county program and how I can be 

helpful within the association overall.ɉ

Michaela Brown, Northeast District 4-H Educator

ɈMy first GAE4-HYDP Conference was a blast! I 
truly enjoyed getting to connect with 

colleagues throughout the state and get to 
meet new people. I truly appreciate all the 
behind -the-scenes efforts that went into 

planning this awesome week! I am already 
looking forward to next year!ɉ 



Professional Development Overview:
Concurrent Sessions



Concurrent Session Highlights

Starting a new 4-H Homeschool club can be manageable. Coweta County 4-H 
implemented a new Homeschool club in December 2022 and has continually grown, averaging around 
30 attendees. To make the 4-[3Tzx¢¨Ĵ§3 |yx3xt§|x¦?3t¢w3¢£¨3tww3Ķ}©§¨3£¢x3¡£¦x3¨{|¢z3¨£3w£?ķ3¨{x3V£«x¨t3
4-H Homeschool club is designed after the in-school 5th grade club meetings. The lessons are engaging, 
and most are ready-made. Incorporating 4-H Officers has also been a great way to help youth learn 
leadership skills just like their public school peers. Some of the best parts of hosting a Homeschool 4-H 
club are that Homeschool families can mostly meet any time of the week, even during the regular school 
day. Homeschool families are also very involved and often can help implement the lesson activities and 
help their children. By inviting the whole family, a wider range of ages can be involved. Pre-school kids, 
as well as high school ages, have enjoyed the fun lessons presented. A two-to-three-year lesson 
rotation will help minimize repeated lessons for 4-[Ĵx¦§3«{£3v£¡x3utv~3­xt¦3ty¨x¦3­xt¦A3V£«x¨t3
Homeschool lessons include Introduction to 4-H, Project Achievement, Inherited and Acquired Traits, 
Poison Pump, Billy the Bass, Microorganisms and Germs, Constructive and Destructive Forces, 
Molecules & Heat, Chemical and Physical Changes, Plant Classification, Precipitation, Bottle Rockets, 
Farm to Fork, Magnets, Heat Conductors and Insulators, Animal Kingdom ıInvertebrates, Energy, Plant 
and Animal Cells, Fungi Kingdom ıYeast, Mold, and Mushrooms. For more information, contact Bill 
Hammond, Coweta County 4-H Agent.

H o m e s c h o o l  P r o g r a m  E x p a n d s  w i t h  S T E M  C u r r i c u l u m

Submitted by: Bill Hammond



Concurrent Session Highlights

Life Members attending the annual meeting 
participated in an Exclusive Super Session 
(Strawberry Jam Canning) on Tuesday morning in 
Gas Building #1. While taking time to catch up 
during the conference, the members experienced the 
delicious world of making homemade strawberry jam 
in a canning class led by a local UGA FACS Extension 
Agent and Program Assistants. Life members learned 
and explored the latest canning techniques using 
fresh strawberries and left with their very own jar of 
sweet, homemade jam. Needless-to-say, the session 
could not have been completed without the on-site 
taste testing exercise with hot, fresh baked biscuits. 
Awesome session!
Submitted by: Royce L. James

Life Member Super Session (Strawberry Jam Canning) 



Professional Development Overview:
Poster Sessions



Professional Development Overview:
Poster Sessions

Professional Development Overview:
Round Table Discussions



Congratulations to our poster 
session winners!

First Place Poster Winner: 
Educational Overnight Event 

Develops 4-H Essential 
Elements in Youth

Second Place Poster Winner: 
B.E.A.M.S Building Education 

Around Mental Health Services for 
Youth

Third Place Poster Winner: 
Georgia 4-H Journeys in Health and 

Safety: The Opioid Crisis Pilot 
Program



Diversity Committee

Inclusive language is a cornerstone of creating a supportive and welcoming environment within 4-H. 
As an agent, I understand that I may not always know the full background of my students, including 
their family dynamics. To ensure that all students feel respected and valued, I make a conscious 
effort to use inclusive language when referring to parents or guardians. Rather than assuming 
everyone has a "mom" and "dad," I address them as "adults" or "guardians." This
approach recognizes and respects the diversity of family structures within our community, 
affirming the importance of all caregivers in students' lives.

In addition to family dynamics, I also prioritize using inclusive language when discussing
program interests and activities. By avoiding gendered language, such as categorizing activities as 
"for boys" or "for girls," I ensure that all students feel welcome to explore their interests without 
restrictions based on traditional gender norms. Instead, I emphasize that programs are open to 
anyone who is interested, regardless of gender identity. This not only fosters a sense of belonging 
for all students but also encourages them to pursue their passions without feeling limited by 
societal expectations.

It's important to recognize that inclusive language goes beyond individual interactions; it sets the 
tone for our entire community. Through education and awareness-building efforts, I strive to instill 
in our members the importance of using inclusive language in all aspects of their lives. By 
incorporating discussions, workshops, and activities on inclusive language into our
programming, we empower students to become advocates for equity within 4-H and beyond.

Ultimately, by prioritizing inclusive language, we create an environment where every student feels 
respected, valued, and empowered to fully participate in the 4-H experience.
Promoting inclusivity not only enriches our community but also prepares our youth to be 
compassionate and respectful leaders in an increasingly diverse world.

From Words to Action: Promoting Inclusivity through Language in 4-H

Submitted by: Arielle Hooks ı Fulton County 4-H



National Communicator Awards
Educational Package-Team: Kelle Ashley, Brittany Teets, Erin Hendricks, Susannah Lanier, 
Pam Bloch, Dorothea Graham, and Lori Bledsoe 

Georgia 4-H has recently restructured Certified Teen Leader Training 
scaffolding the information into two levels. Level oneɅs resources 
ensure intentional time and focus is spent in developing 
fundamental leadership skills such as conflict resolution, 
communication, and best practices working with younger youth. 

Educational Piece-Team: Kasey Bozeman, Taylor Neither, Maria Bowie, 
Tim Welsh, and Virginia Brown

The Understanding Vaccines Journeys publication focuses on 
educating middle school students about vaccine development, 
pioneers in immunology, tracking personal vaccines using the 

G.R.I.T.S. system, career connections, and the importance of 
community engagements, such as 4-H rabies clinics. 

Exhibit: Ashley Carroll and Lauren Dubberly
The goal of the ɈBe a Jr. Zoonotic Disease Detectiveɉ educational 
exhibit was to educate the public about Zoonotic diseases in an 
interactive way. This included helping both youth and adult 
audiences understand the differences in Influenza, Salmonella, & 
E. Coli. 

Feature Story: Kelle Ashley
ɈPersistence Paying Offɉ was included as a feature story in the 

Georgia 4-H Cloverleaf Magazine: Annual Report. The Cloverleaf 
Magazine not only chronicles the program year through facts and 

figures, but also lifts the stories of extraordinary 4 -H members like 
Braylen Howell. 



National Communicator Awards
Media Presentation: Brittani Lee, Pam Bloch, Brittany Teets, Cheryl Poppell, Lori Bledsoe, 

 Megan Veal, Susannah Lanier, Kristen Ford, and Kate Whiting

The One Georgia 4-H Urban-Rural Agriculture Experience program is an 
educational initiative designed to bring agriculture awareness by 

bringing together a cohort of 4 -H members in 9 th-12th grade from 
different counties across Georgia to learn about the importance of 

agriculture, the stateɅs larges economic sector. 

News Story: Jenna Daniel, Josie Smith, Courtney Brown, Shanda Ashley, Luke Crosson, Valerie 
Bennett, Suzanne Williams, Cindy Shearam, & Georgeanne Cook
UGA Extension has been active in a large national effort to support 
community coalition led health change through the Well Connected 
Communities (WCC) initiative. This grant funded program works to 
leverage community coalitions to drive policy, systems, and 
environmental change for sustainable health & wellness. An integral 
part of these coalitions is youth involvement & leadership - youth as 
change agents in their community. 

Periodical Publication- Individual: Heather Haines
Heather Haines has serves as Forsyth County 4-H Agent since 

2020. She has a passion for using marketing strategies to help the 
local 4-H program reach new youth. 

Periodical Publication-Team: Sonya Jones, Jay Porter, & Abby Vickers
The Quarterly Pulaski County Extension Stakeholder 
Newsletter was created as a periodical publication to educate 
stakeholders on all the great programs and events happening 
in the local Extension program and to help increase funding 
for Extension. It has successfully secured over $16,000 in 
revenue for Pulaski County Extension. 



National Communicator Awards
Personal Column: Josie Davis 

Paulding County 4-H is quickly building a reputation for offering 
positive environmental education experiences to students within the 

county. To expand this reach, the 4-H Agent has partnered with a 
local magazine, Paulding News and Views, to offer the community a 

monthly article about local wildlife. 

Promotional Package- Individual: Adrianne Cox
In preparation for 4 -H Cotton Boll and Consumer Judging, Cox 
crated a promotional game board flyer and a video showcasing the 
competition. The objective was to spread awareness about the 
judging team process and contest. This video was shown in 4-H 
club meetings and online media sites. 

Promotional Piece-Individual: Josie Davis
The 4-H Outdoor Challenge encourages 4-H families to dedicate a 

weekend to exploring nature. Low event participation in 2022 
encouraged a redesign of promotional material for the 2023 event 

in the hopes of attracting attention and more participation. 

Promotional Piece-Team: Kelle Ashley & Josie Smith
The Step Up and Lead infographic effectively communicates 
the knowledge students gained through the conference 
experience, as well as the value teachers see in the program. 
SUAL is an innovative student leadership conference hosted at 
a variety of locations around Georgia in partnership with the 
Georgia Association of Elementary and Middle School 
Principals. 



National Communicator Awards

Social Media Package/Campaign-Individual: 
Adrianne Cox

Cox created this social media package to promote the 
Harris County 4-H Pumpkin Decorating Contest and 
showcase the entries. This contest is open to students in 
Kindergarten to 12 th grade. There are five age groups 
and three pumpkin categories. Students get creative and 
enter photos of their pumpkin online. 

Social Media Package/Campaign- Team: 
Heather Haines & Shannon Henderson

Heather Haines and Shannon Henderson have been working 
together to market the Forsyth County 4 -H programs since 
2020. The duo has a passion for getting kids outdoors and 

igniting their spark through environmental education. 

Published Photo: Megan Veal, Pam Bloch, Brittani Lee, Brittany Teets, Cheryl Poppell, 
Lori Bledsoe, Susannah Lanier, Kristen Ford, & Kate Whiting

Crop scouting is important to monitor pests and 
disease to allow for corrective measures for increase 

plant health and yield. This published photo was 
printed in the Georgia 4 -H Cloverleaf Magazine to 

promote the One Georgia 4 -H Urban-Rural 
Agricultural Experience to 4 -H stakeholders, 

supporters, and county 4 -H faculty and staff. 



National Communicator Awards

t o  a l l
Na t iona l  Commun ica to r  Award  w inners !

Social Media Piece-Individual: Sonya Jones

Pulaski 4-H created a social media piece to help educate the 
public on how well the Pulaski 4-HɅers did at the 2023 Georgia 
National Fair in the 4-H contests and exhibits and to showcase 
the specialty award won for overall participation and placings. 

Video Program: Samantha Price, Brendon Brown, 
Michelle Modesitt, and Jarius Sanford

Samantha Price has been the Houston County 4-H Agent 
since 2018. While being in Houston County, she has worked 

consistently to develop outstanding relationships with the Ag 
Ed Teachers and Robins Air Force Base. These partnerships 
have brought opportunities for new and unique programs. 



National Specialty Awards

Excellence in 4-H Volunteerism: Bill Hammond
Currently, Coweta County holds more than sixty active 
volunteers. Ongoing recruitment, training, and 
recognition are integrated into the Coweta County 4 -H 
Program. Through the passion and expertise of 4 -H 
Volunteers, Coweta County 4-H is able to reach over 
2,000 youth from the community annually. 

Excellence in After School Programming: Marcus Eason
Marcus Eason encourages his 4-HɅers to be active within 

their community an tries to provide numerous opportunities 
for them to do so. Marcus became aware of the need to 
support senior citizens in Oglethorpe County. Partnering 

with the Senior Center, the Oglethorpe County 4 -H Club now 
helps elderly do small jobs around the house. 

Citizenship in 4-H Youth Development: Laura Lee Hughes
Adulting 101 is an educational series for teens led by four 
Extension 4-H professionals that teaches youth valuable 
life skills often not taught in the classroom. Objectives 
included cooking skills, budgeting, time management, 
college preparatory tips, and professionalism.

Diversity & Inclusion: Expanding the 4-H Audience ı 
Katrina Searcy

Katrina Searcy, who serves as the Cook County 4-H Agent, brings a rich 
perspective from the Philippines to her role. As the 2023 GAE4 -HYDP Diversity 

Committee Chair, she champions inclusivity. Holding a MasterɅs in Plant 
Pathology from UGA, she pursues a PhD. In Agricultural Leadership, Education, 

and Communication. She prides herself in being a female, Asian immigrant in 
the field of agriculture where diversity is not only pivotal but essential. 



National Specialty Awards
Excellence in Ag Literacy Programming: Megan Veal, Pam Bloch, Brittani 
Lee, Brittany Teets, Cheryl Poppell, Lori Bledsoe, Susannah Lanier, 
Kristen Ford, & Kate Whiting
Agriculture is a vital part of GeorgiaɅs economy and 
impacts daily life, yet most Americans do not 
understand the agriculture sector. The One Georgia 
4-H Urban-Rural Experience is an educational 
initiative designed to address challenges by bringing 
a high school 4-H student cohort to learn about 
diversity and impact of agriculture. 

Excellence in Animal Science Programming: Lindsey Hayes & Teresa Adkins
The Animal Science AgVenture was an innovative walk-through 
mobile learning lab that highlighted GeorgiaɅs small livestock 

species. To bring awareness of GeorgiaɅs livestock commodities, 
include hands-on activities, and offer learning opportunities for 

both youth and adults -the Animal Science AgVenture visited 
school systems in Decatur County and community events like 
River Town Days and the Flint River Fair. It reached over 9,789 

youth and adults. 

Excellence in Urban 4-H Programming: Brittany Teets, Pam Bloch, 
Brittani Lee, and Charlene Scott
The University of Georgia team hosted an Adulting 101 Grab & Go 
summer day session for youth to pilot the tri -state teamɅs (Penn 
State, University of Nebraska, and UGA) curriculum with four metro 
Atlanta counties- Cobb, Gwinnett, Rockdale, and Newton. Adulting 
101: Grab & Go lessons were designed to be taught in person as an 
engaging, interactive lesson to give students the opportunity to 
practice the life skills on hand. The life skills that were the primary 
focus of the curriculum are cooking skills, automobile maintenance, 
housekeeping skills, relationship development, and other necessary 
life skills to aid youth in learning how to be responsible adults.



National Specialty Awards

Excellence in Natural Resources/Environmental Education: 
Stephanie Skojac, Meghan Corvin, & Brenda Jackson
Stephanie Skojac is the 4-H Agent in Murray County. Stephanie 
began her 4-H career as a volunteer, then as a program 
assistant, and has been an agent for the past 10 years. She 
provides oversight to the county 4 -H program of over 1,000 
enrolled youth and nearly 40 volunteers in nearly 50 clubs, and 
a mother of 3 active 4 -HɅers. 

Excellence in Peer Professional Development: Cara 
Freeman, Laura Lee Hughes, & Kristen Ford

Cara Freeman is the 4-H Agent in Marion and Schley 
Counties in Southwest District. She began working in 

Extension as a 4-H Educator in November 2018 and was 
hired to her current position in April 2021. 

Excellence in Communication & Expressive Arts: Randie Gray
In honor of Read Across America Day/Dr. Seuss Day, four 
talented Hancock County 4-H members crafted 
captivating childrenɅs books centered around their most 
cherished 4-H experiences. Each book features pictures 
of the authors participating in various 4 -H activities, as 
well as engaging graphics for young readers to color. 

Excellence in Healthy Living Programming: 
Meghan Corvin & Stephanie Skojac

Whitfield and Murray 4 -H, in partnership with Family Connection, Dalton 
Public, Whitfield, and Murray County Schools, planned and implemented 

the Teen Maze Event for over 2,300 10th graders. Whitfield and Murray 
County 4-H provided programming addressing healthy living and like 

skills for the Resource Arena, which is the culmination of the event. 



National Specialty Awards

Excellence in Workforce Development Programming: 
Allison Perkins
The AG STEM two-day event was created to show 
4-HɅers how judging teams can become a future 
educational and career pathway. 

Susan Barkman Award for Research & Evaluation: 
Katrina Searcy

Katrina Searcy brings a unique perspective from her native country, 
Philippines, to her role within Georgia 4 -H. Leveraging her five years of 

experience as a 4-H youth development agent, she navigates her position 
as a minority within an organization historically focused on agriculture but 

lacking in racial diversity. This experience drives her research interests, 
which aim to shed light on the complexities of recruiting, engaging, and 

retaining underserved populations in 4 -H agricultural science programs . 

Excellence in Teamwork: Allie Griner, Maria Bowie, Virginia Brown, Paul 
Coote, Susan Moore, Greg Pittman, Venessa Sims, Amanda Tedrow, Jill 
Gambill, & Kimberly Post
The University of Georgia Extension Emergency Preparedness 
Team hosted the 2023 National EDEN conference and provided a 
pre-conference excursion tour to Tybee Island 4 -H Center to grow 
the knowledge of Extension professionals nationwide about the 
need for coastal resilience. 

Excellence in Camping: Ashley Carroll, Christina Garner, 
Grace Chauncey, Cindy Meadows, & Kris Peavy

Clover Jam is a youth development event in Southwest District 
for 5 th-7th graders with a goal of retaining middle school youth 

and helping youth gain 4 -H Essential Elements. 



Billie Ann King
Billie Ann King is the Pierce County 4-H Youth Development 
Agent where she serves over 650 active 4-H members 
through in school, after school, and volunteer led programs. 
With a background in Agriculture and a MasterɅs Degree in 
Agricultural and Environmental Education from UGA, she 
offers a variety of diverse programs to Pierce County Youth. 

Susannah Lanier
Susannah Lanier has served UGA Extension as a 4-H Agent 

for six years in both Bulloch and Candler Counties. She 
enjoys helping 4-HɅers grow their leadership potential and 
experience new things. Lanier and her husband, Luke, live 

in Metter, Georgia with their three young boys: Charlie, 
Emmett, and James. 

National Service Awards
Achievement in Service Award

Cara Freeman
Cara Freeman is the 4-H Agent in Marion and Schley 
Counties in Southwest District. She began working in 
Extension as a 4-H Educator in November 2018 and 
began her current position in April 2022. 



Stephanie Skojac
Stephanie Skojac is the 4-H Youth Development Agent in 

Murray County. Stephanie began her 4-H career as a volunteer, 
then as a program assistant, and has been an agent for the 

past 10 years. She provides oversight to the county 4 -H 
program of over 1,000 enrolled youth and nearly 40 volunteers 

in nearly 50 clubs, and a mother of 3 active 4 -HɅers.  

Octavia Jackson
Octavia began her career with the University of Georgia 
Extension in 2000. She currently serves as the 4-H 
Youth Development Agent in Lamar County. Serving as 
a 4-H Agent, Octavia has coupled her two passions- 
youth development and gardening. She strives to 
provide quality programming that is diverse and varied. 

National Service Awards
Distinguished Service Award

Randie Gray
Randie Gray has been with Hancock County Extension 
for 17 years. She has been passionate about 4-H since 
her time in the 4 -H Horse Club in Newton County. She 
lives on an 80-acre farm in Sparta, Georgia with her 
husband, Pete Gray, their horses, and dogs. 

to  a l l  
Nat ional  Serv ice & Specia l ty   Award winners!



State Awards

Randie Gray

Hancock County
Randie Gray is the 4-H Agent in Hancock County. She has 
been dedicated to the 4 -HɅers in Sparta for 17 years. Her 

love of 4-H began when she was a 5th grade 4-HɅer in 
Newton County Horse Club. She lives on an eighty-acre 

farm in Hancock County with her husband, Pete, her 
horses, and dogs. 

Innovative Work in School Relations

^xĴ`t¦v|§3[£«t¦w

State Staff
KeɅMarcis Howard serves as a State 4-H Events and 

Programs Coordinator. He helps in the planning and 
execution of events and activities. He holds a MasterɅs in 

Higher Education from Piedmont University. His 4 -H 
journey started as an Athens -Clarke County 4-HɅer, later 

serving as an AmeriCorps in Ben Hill and Oconee 
Counties. 

Peach of a Profession



State Awards

Kathryn Maxwell
Southwest District Winner
Kathryn, a dedicated Cook County 4-H AmeriCorps Member in 
her third year of service, is a senior at ABAC with aspirations to 
become a 4-H Agent post graduation. A proud 4 -H alumna and 
master 4-HɅer, she finds joy in being a Swiftie and adores all 
things Taylor Swift. 

Katie Kennedy 
Southeast District Winner
Katie has been instrumental in the growth and sustainability of the Evans 
County 4-H program. She makes connections with our 4 -HɅers and helps 
make activities fun! KatieɅs leadership on our monthly cloverleaf after 
school activities and junior/senior meetings have been most significant to 
our program recruitment and retention.  

Leonardo Rodriguez
 Northwest District & State Winner
Leonardo has served for the last two years as Whitfield CountyɅs 
AmeriCorps Member. Leo is a tremendous asset to Whitfield and 
has allowed us to expand our audience within our community. 

Outstanding AmeriCorps/VISTA Member



State Awards
Outstanding New Extension Professional

Meghan Corvin
Northwest District & State Winner
Meghan Corvin is in her third year 
serving Whitfield County Extension as the 
County Extension Coordinator and the  
4-H Agent. Whitfield County 4-H has a 
very active 5th grade in-school club 
program and special interest clubs 
including Tech Changemakers, Music 
Club, and a variety of afterschool clubs. 

Laura Lee Hughes
Southwest District Winner
Laura LeeɅs passion for agricultural 

education can be traced back to some of 
her first experiences with 4 -H where she 

spent time learning about agriculture, 
raising livestock, and attending summer 

camp. As the 4-H Agent in Ben Hill 
County, she specializes in agricultural 

literacy, leadership, and judging teams.  



Madison Sands
Charlton County

Madison Sands currently serves as the Charlton 
County Extension Coordinator. A graduate from 
ABAC, Madison was inspired to pursue a career 

in Agricultural Education after her studies at 
ABAC were in livestock production. Madison 
graduated with a MasterɅs degree in Agricultural 
Education from North Carolina Agriculture and 
Technical State University. Madison has been in 
Charlton County for five years and has grown 
and expanded the program significantly since 

her arrival. 

State Awards
Professional Achievement

Christina Garner
Stewart County

Christina Garner currently serves as the 
Stewart County Extension Coordinator 

and county lead for the Healthier 
Together grant funded by the CDC. 

Garner works with both youth and adult 
audiences to address chronic disease, 
literacy, and leadership development in 

rural Southwest Georgia. 



State Awards
Outstanding Support Staff

Shelisa Johnson
Northwest District Winner
Nominated by Cara Rhoad

Shelisa Johnson has been an 
Administrative Assistant in Fayette 
County since 2022. She manages 

QuickBooks, our Extension website, and 
helps with day-to-day office 

responsibilities. 

Kate Duggan
Southeast District Winner

Nominated by Susannah Lanier
Kate Duggan is the Administrative Assistant 
in Candler County. She has served in this 
role for 7 years and does an amazing job. 

She excels at QuickBooks and fiscal 
management, program organization and 

always has creative ideas. She is a vital part 
of the Candler County Extension Team.  



State Awards
Outstanding Support Staff

Rebecca Branch
State Staff & State Winner
Nominated by Jade Haston
Rebecca Branch serves as the 

Administrative Specialist in the State 4-H 
Office. As a colleague, Rebecca is helpful, 

reliable, and 100% a team player. Her joy is 
contagious, and she brings a lightness to 

our office. She is the epitome of making the 
best better and has made a great impact 
on the systems of the State 4-H Office. 

Abby Vickers
Southwest District Winner
Nominated by Sonya Jones

Abby is an integral part of our Pulaski 
Extension Family. She meets/greets our 

clientele, keeps us all organized, and up-to-
date on reporting. I can always count on her 
to be timely, going above and beyond in her 
duties, and helping us maintain order in the 

office during busy months. 



State Awards
Outstanding Program Assistant

Christopher Kuhbander

Southwest Winner
nominated by
Katrina Searcy

Critter Kuhbander, a student at 
ABAC, joins the Cook County 

4-H team as Program Assistant. 
With a 13-year history in Ware 

County 4-[?3{xĴ§3~¢£«¢3y£¦3
community outreach, 

leadership, and fostering 
educational environments. A 
Master 4-[Ĵx¦?3fXW3fx¢|£¦3
Board President, and Rock 

Eagle Camp Counselor, Critter 
brings dedication, expertise, 

and heart.

Lily Norton

State Staff Winner
nominated by
Jade Haston

Lily Norton serves as the student 
worker for the 4-H Events Team. 
In this position, she assists state 
4-H staff on and off-site with 

Georgia 4-H contests, 
conferences, and programs to 

ensure the successful execution of 
events. Lily deeply understands 
our programs and is passionate 

about her work to give back to the 
program that gave so much to her. 
She is incredibly bright, resilient, 

competent, ambitious, and 
dedicated to her work. Lily will 

surely be an asset to the workforce 
and a fantastic embodiment of the 
best that UGA and Georgia 4-H 

offer. 

Connie Richards

Northwest & State 
Winner

nominated by 
Stephanie Skojac

Connie Richards is Program 
Assistant for Murray County 

serving the Northwest 
Georgia area. She joined 

Georgia 4-H as a volunteer 
in 2007 then in 2015 began 

her career as a program 
assistant. She has been 

married for 27 years and has 
2 daughters that have been 
very active in 4-H. She is 

also the President of 
Miracle League of Murray 

County, a non-profit 
organization in her county. 



State Awards
Outstanding Support by an ANR/FACS Professional

UGA Warnell School of Forestryı 
State Staff Winner

nominated by Kasey Bozeman

The UGA Warnell School of Forestry and Natural 
Resources outreach facility and staff provided 

leadership for the first ever Georgia 4-H Natural 
Resources Exploration Camp. Campers shared how 
much they appreciated the professors teach them 

interesting and important content while also building 
relationships with them throughout the week. 

Christina Garner ı Southwest and 
State Winner

nominated by Ashley Carroll

Christina Garner is the Stewart County CEC and 
FACS Agent. She has served in various roles in 

UGA Extension since 2017. In this time, she has 
contributed impactful work in all three program 

areas and worked to improve access to a variety of 
resources in her community and through Georgia. 


