
THE PEACH PRESS
The Official Publication for the Georgia Association of Extension 4-H Agents 

2019 Post Conference Edition
This yearɅs GAE4-HA Annual Conference was held at Rock Eagle   

4-H Center on April 8-10, 2019. The theme was People, Purpose, 

and Passion: the GAE4-HA Art of Success! The conference consisted 

of tours, seminars, posters, and program previews. This Peach 

Press edition highlights some portions of the meeting and 

showcases the National and State Awards from the conference.

NAE4-HA Commitment 
Money Due
July 31, 2019

NAE4-HA Conference in 
White Sulfur Springs
November 3-7, 2019

GAE4-HA Conference
April 20-22, 2020

NAE4-HA Conference in 
Boise, Idaho
October 19-22, 2020

Important 
RemindersConference Planning Committee . . . . . . . . . . 

Robbie Jones Tours
Cheryl Poppell  Tours
Ashley Harman Commercial Exhibitors
Brittany Teets Commercial Exhibitors
Jennifer Cantwell Silent & Live Auctions/Raffle
Rebekah Greene Printed Materials
Lauren Dye Printed Materials & Professional Development

Kris Peavy Printed Materials & Awards
Jakyn Tyson Awards
Trish West Decorations
Jeffrey Burke Hospitality
Kasey Bozeman Peach Press



First Timer Experiences

ɈAs a first timer to the conference, I really had a great 
time. As a program assistant with 4-H, the networking, 

fellowship, and tours were the best . It was a time to 
relax and get rejuvenated to finish out the year. 

Thanks to the organization for opening membership 
up to program assistants .ɉ

Sherry Waller, Taylor County 4-H Program Assistant

Our conference began with our First g|¡x¦Ĵ§3Orientation where 15 new Extension 
professionals were welcomed with a 4-H coffee mug and passion tea.



New People, New Purpose, New Passions: 
My First Experience at the GAE4-HA Conference

By: Lauryn Gilmer, Wayne County 4-H Agent 

First Timer Experiences

Firstly, the culture of the 2019 GAE4-HA conference fully 
encompassed and demonstrated the theme of People, Purpose, & Passion: 
The GAE4-HA Art of Success. As a new agent and first time attendee, it was 
evident to me that the people within this organization are a cohesive team of 
unique individuals that are extremely passionate about what they do and 
work tirelessly to achieve purposeful goals for themselves, their programs, 
and their students. 

Conference speakers imparted beneficial wisdom to rookies like 
me, as they shared knowledge and ideas on how to balance our career as an 
Extension Agent with our own personal lives and reminding us that we need 
to fill ourselves up before we try to pour out to others. My biggest take away 
from the conference was learning the importance of taking care of yourself 
before you take care of those around you and not feeling guilty for doing so. 
By doing this, you are prepared to bring your ɈBest Selfɉ to all that you do 
whether at work or play. This conference helped to fill me up professionally as 
well as set me up for success personally, and I look forward to my chance to 
share with and pour out to my program and my colleagues at future 
conferences. 

Finally, this gathering further provided me the opportunity to build 
relationships with folks outside of my county and district, which oftentimes 
times means I must push myself outside of my comfort zone. I am a true 
advocate of supporting my 4 -Hers to get out of their comfort zones whenever 
possible, as I have learned firsthand from my experiences that getting out of 
our comfort zones is the best way to help us grow, build confidence and 
increase self-esteem. GAE4-HA gives adults like me the chance to be a living 
example of that for my students. It seems to me that serving in any capacity 
within a 4-H program truly is a mixture of sport, science and art all rolled into 
one! I am truly excited to be on the GAE4-HA team and continue to find and 
share new methods to improve our county masterpieces . 



Life Member 
Committee Meeting
Royce James, Life Member Committee Chair

Arch Smith gave the members a tour of Founders Lodge to see the 
remodeling of the building. The Life Members also discussed the 

ongoing projects at all 4 -H centers as well as plans for the renovation of 
the Rock Eagle Chapel. 



KizAdams
Work/Life Balance Coordinator 

at the University of Georgia

Keynote Speaker

4 Things you can do to 
Ɉmanageɉ stress:

1. Prepare for it.
2. Eliminate it.
3. Change it.
4. Accept it.

Kizspoke about managing 
stress and encouraged 

everyone to always refill your 
cup so that we can effectively 

serve others as Extension 
professionals.

Funds Raised

The live auction, silent auction, and raffle raised $2,171.00!



National Communicator Awards

Feature Story: Jacqueline Nunn
In an effort to increase 4 -H stakeholder interests and youth 
involvement, Putnam County 4-H worked with the editor of the 
Eatonton Messenger, Lynn Hobbs to create a newspaper piece to 
highlight the experiences of youth attending cloverleaf summer 
camp.

News Story: Kasey Hall
Kasey HallɅs entry featured Jasper County 4-HɅers participation in the 

state Challenge Bowl contest where they placed first for the fourth 
consecutive year. She included information on how the competition 
was structured, summaries of each round, and quotes from 4 -HɅers 

on the winning team.

Educational Piece-Individual: Jacqueline Nunn
Jacqueline Nunn created a series of workbooks to be utilized to help 
youth in 4th -6th grade learn about being a club meeting officer. The 
workbooks were created for the roles of President, Vice -President, 
Secretary, and Reporter.

Exhibit: Lauren Dye, Patrick Marcellino, Sophie Walsky
In an effort to increase agricultural awareness, the Elbert County 

Extension Office partnered with the Elberton 12 -County Fair to 
open and operate an educational livestock/small animal barn for 

the public. This exhibit included live animals, Farm Gate values, 
educational posters and seminars to teach about local agriculture 

and available opportunities.



National Communicator Awards

Educational Package-Individual: Jakyn Tyson
In an effort to teach Emanuel County, Georgia students about the 
components and importance of soil, the applicant developed the 
ɈSoil Componentsɉ educational piece. The one-hour lesson aims at 
teaching students about what makes up the soil around us and how 
and why its quality varies by location. The lesson includes an 
interactive worksheet for participants to chart their observations. 

Educational Package-Team: Kasey Bozeman, Laurie Murrah-Hanson, Donna Stewart

Designed to use during 5th grade in -school club meetings, the Plant 
Classification educational package contains information on 

preparing, facilitating, and evaluating three activities related to plant 
taxonomy, tree identification, and edible plants. By using research -

based information and the experiential learning process, the 
authors developed a lesson that is both practical and interactive.

Periodical Publication-Team: Cassandra Weston-Hainsworth

Walton County 4-H and Georgia 4-H provide a lot of opportunities for 
youth to get involved in our programs. To help make sure that youth 
are aware of all the events and activities, Walton County 4-H 
Clovergram newsletters are produced and distributed to all 
members. They are also uploaded to our website and sent via mass 
email through MailChimp.

Periodical Publication-Individual: Ashley Carroll
The Tift County 4-H monthly newsletter is delivered electronically 

each month via email and social media to approximately 1,350 
youth, parents, teachers and other community stakeholders. The 

newsletter highlights the variety of hands -on 4-H opportunities 
specific to each age level along with other specialty programs 

available.



National Communicator Awards

Personal Column: Phillip Petway
Phillip Petway, FVSU 4-H Agent for Twiggs County, ran a series of 
news articles entitled Ɉ4-H Healthy Teensɉ in the local newspaper The 
Twiggs Times New Era. The Healthy Lifestyles education articles were 
used to educate the public on topics concerning youth in regards to 
drink choices, less sugar intake, UDSA MyPlate.

Promotional Package-Individual: Allison Perkins
An open house provides parents and youth the opportunity to 

explore and learn more about institutionɅs opportunities. Bartow 4-H 
offered a back to school open house for all 5 -12th grade students in 
the county, city, and private schools to learn about 4 -H programming 

and its benefits to youth.

Promotional Package-Team: Jenna Daniel
The Georgia 4-H Community Outreach Guide is a package designed 
for county, district, and state 4 -H faculty and staff. This resource is 
aimed at helping county, district, and state 4 -H faculty and staff 
better communicate the impact of 4 -H in their community. Through 
templates in the guide, professionals can more easily reach 
stakeholder groups, establish friends and networks, and ultimately 
expand their reach and impact.

Promotional Piece-Individual: Laurie Murrah-Hanson



National Communicator Awards
Promotional Piece-Team: Brittani Lee, Pam Bloch, Brittany Teets

The NAE4-HA First Timer's Working Group collaborated to create a 
one page information sheet that highlighted helpful tips in 
preparation for the annual NAE4 -HA professional development 
conference. Objectives for the information page included providing 
hints on what to bring, what to pack, and to welcome first time 
conference attendees prior to their arrival; all items that the First 
TimerɅs working group wished had been relayed to them at their first 
conference.

Published Photo: Jessica Eubanks
Pictured in the winning photo is McDuffie County 4 -HɅer, Raquel 

Heath, who was carefully placing jars of apple jelly into a water 
bath canner during a local 4 -H food week day camp.

Media Presentation: Laurie Murrah-Hanson

Video Program: Jenna Daniel
Highlighted as a promotional video, the Georgia 4 -H Music Education 

Matters Summit provides an experience for youth across Georgia, 
and around the nation, to practice and grow in music education, 
network and learn from industry professionals, and develop as a 

leader, team member , and performer. Summit participants, 
volunteers, and teachers share their experience to further 

programming, and encourage others in participation..



National Specialty Awards

Beyond Youth Leadership: Lynn Davis
Turner County 4-HɅers practiced leadership skills and proved they 
knew ɄA Thing or 2Ʌ about reading as they promoted literacy for over 
400 children building social capital through teen volunteerism. If 
awarded, the money received will be used to continue the program 
and purchase books to support childrenɅs literacy development.

Citizenship in 4-H Youth Development: Keri Hobbs, Melanie 
Biersmith, Allie Griner, Jazmin Thomas, Sandra Spradley, Sara Sercer, Shannon Cagle, Ryan Akers

Extension county personnel, volunteers, specialists, and the national 
MyPI training staff teamed for a more resilient Georgia, launching 

MyPI (My Preparedness Initiative) Georgia, a three-time national 
award-winning and FEMA-funded youth preparedness, leadership, 

and educational outreach program. Collectively Gordon, Dougherty, 
Morgan, Turner, and Wilcox counties offered 7 sessions, enrolling 

129 youth.

Denise Miller National 4-H Innovator: Kandi Edwards, Kris Peavy

6th - 8th grade students were attendees at two regional 4 -H Financial 
Literacy College Conferences. The Randolph and Whitfield County 
4-H Agents designed and hosted these events. Financial literacy 
topics highlighted included budgeting/financial planning, consumer 
spending, interest, debit/credit cards, checking/savings accounts, 
career/college preparation, workplace soft skills and leadership 
smarts.

Diversity and Inclusion: Dorothea Graham
Haralson County 4-H staff work with students that are in the 

Special Education Self Contained classrooms and with students in 
the HOPE Academy. Through this program, 90% of students 

increased knowledge in the areas of cooking, writing resumes, 
interview skills, job etiquette and working with generational 

differences.


