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BEN HILL COUNTY AGRICULTURE NEWS (Livestock) 

 

(Forecast from The Weather Channel for Ben Hill County) 

Link to Georgia Livestock Review 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/lswgeorgia.pdf  

Link to Feeder Cattle Futures Quotes 

https://www.cmegroup.com/markets/agriculture/livestock/feeder-cattle.html  

https://www.ams.usda.gov/mnreports/lswgeorgia.pdf
https://www.cmegroup.com/markets/agriculture/livestock/feeder-cattle.html
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Seed limitations in 2025 

Following high heat and less available water/irrigation this past summer, many of the commercially available 

seeded bermudagrass varieties will be extremely limited this year. Similar limitations are expected for Mojo 

crabgrass and pearl millet varieties.  

Although seed production was not necessarily limited, there is an increased demand for bahiagrass seed this 

year. The high input/low sale value of many row crops has pushed producers to consider forage or cover crop 

options for the acres normally planted in traditional row crops.  

There isn’t a quick solution to these problems, therefore the only option is to adjust our planting or renovation 

plans this year. If you have a producer planning to purchase seed this year, especially for a renovation, they 

need to purchase it early or get on a wait list! 

 

If you need additional resources on drought, please visit:  

https://beef.caes.uga.edu/programs/educational/drought/  

 

Southeastern Hay Contest – entries open to 2025 contest: We had a record number of entries in 2024 and 

interest is already growing for 2025. Entries are now open! For more information, please visit: 

sehaycontest.com     

 

 

https://beef.caes.uga.edu/programs/educational/drought/
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Extension Value added services: 

 

There are several resources your county agent has access to for assisting the public: 

• SpotOn Digital Sprayer Calibrator & nozzle cleaner tool - Accurate flow rate checking of individual 

sprayer nozzles.  

• Fertilizer Spinner-Disc Spreader Calibration - spread pattern testing of fertilizer spreaders. 

• Hay Moisture Tester – Evaluation and assessment of hay to bale at optimum moisture content - 

decrease mold growth and increase feed value. Test baled or unbaled (in field) 

• Forced Motor Planter Calibration – at-plant insecticide hopper box calibrations. Potential benefits: 

increase insecticide application efficacy with the appropriate and effective application of product label 

and recommended control rate. Decrease  

• Mobile Irrigation Lab – Pivot efficiency evaluation/Irrigation audits to support water conservation and 

decrease irrigation costs.  

• Harvest Moisture Testing – Corn and soybean moisture testing to decrease drying time and fuel costs.  

• Enviroscape Watershed Model - Environmental education programming tool. Interactive 

demonstration of the sources and effects of water pollution. Present and illustrate watershed/stormwater 

concept.  

• Rainfall Simulator Tabletop Educational Program tool -  

• Digital wind meter educational tool – Anemometer measures wind speed to support safe pesticide 

applications and reduce drift.  

• Pivot Calibrations 

• Drone imagery/scouting  

 


